Dyouk Al-Tahta: How Unclear Property Ownership and the Seizure of Homes Threaten
Civil Peace

The impact of the developments in Dyouk Al-Tahta extends beyond the seizure of homes
and property. It also affects residents’ sense of security and stability and undermines trust
within the community. According to the testimony of a local resident, recent events have
heightened anxiety and apprehension among residents, making it increasingly difficult for
them to carry on with their daily lives. Even movement after sunset has become limited due
to fears of further security developments or restrictions on freedom of movement.

Amid conflicting accounts surrounding the homes that have been seized, alongside
allegations circulating about property sales or the transfer of real estate, further risks to the
social fabric are emerging. The spread of unverified information may fuel mutual
accusations and raise suspicions about property owners, placing those affected under
additional social pressure that goes beyond the loss of their homes and property.

Moreover, the lack of complete property documentation and the difficulties residents face
in formally establishing their ownership rights deepen their sense of uncertainty and
weaken their confidence in their ability to protect their property and secure their future in
the area. When people feel that their rights to their land or homes are uncertain, and that
the procedures required to establish those rights are complex or unclear, their trustin
institutions and their capacity to provide protection and ensure justice is further eroded.

From a civil peace perspective, the main concern is that the dispute could evolve from a
violation of individual rights and property into a source of tension within the community
itself. This could happen as a result of rumours, mutual accusations, or holding property
owners responsible for what has happened without first establishing the facts. This makes
responsible media and community engagement particularly important. It requires verifying
information, avoiding generalizations, and refraining from making premature judgments
against individuals or families.

Safeguarding civil peace in Dyouk Al-Tahta requires two complementary approaches. The
first is to protect residents’ rights and property, facilitate the process of establishing
ownership, ensure access to official documentation, and establish clear mechanisms for
submitting grievances and verifying claims. The second is to strengthen social cohesion
and prevent conflicting accounts from developing into accusations and divisions within the
community.

Civil peace is not simply the absence of confrontation. Itis built on a shared sense of
justice, mutual trust, respect for rights, and the ability of people to live in safety and dignity.



