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Extended conflict contexts are witnessing an increasing transformation in the na-

ture of peace processes, as these processes are no longer seen as pathways capable
of bringing about tangible change. Rather, in many cases, they produce a state of
‘peace fatigue” among communities living in conflict contexts, a condition that, in
the Palestinian case, takes on the characteristic of the conflict being not merely a
political struggle but an occupation practiced through settlement expansion and
daily violence. This fatigue reflects declining confidence in the viability of peace ini-
tiatives, resulting from the repetition of interventions without achieving sustainable
outcomes, in addition to the widening gap between policy discourse and people’s
daily experience. While international peace literature, particularly Sustainable De-
velopment Goal 16 (SDG 16), bets on building just societies and strong institutions
as a condition for sustainable peace, the Palestinian case reveals a structural gap
between this discourse and lived reality, where peace is forcibly reframed within a
de-sovereignized economic-developmental framework that empties the Palestin-

ian cause of its rights-based and political content.

The paper aims to present a critical analysis of the concepts of “peace fatigue” and
“‘erosion of meaning” in the Palestinian case, based on the hypothesis that the crisis
of peace lies not only in the stalemate of negotiations but in peace’s loss of its social

legitimacy due to its detachment from people’s experiences and needs.

In contrast to this political deadlock, the paper highlights the role of Palestinian civil
society as an actor that does not await a peace coming from elite negotiations but
works to produce meaning for peace from below through projects that enable the
most marginalized groups to remain steadfast on their land. Resilience (sumud), as
the paper demonstrates, is not merely a reaction to “peace fatigue” and the “ero-
sion of its meaning,” but rather a redefinition of peace itself through the ability of
individuals and communities to live with dignity, work, make decisions, and pro-
tect their families, despite constraints and threats. However, this role faces structural
problems related to the relationship between civil society and international donors,
as conditional financing mechanisms, imported ready-made models, and unequal
power structures prevail, marginalizing grassroots institutions that are most capa-
ble of understanding and enhancing the mechanisms of resilience.

Based on this analysis, the paper offers policy alternatives and practical recommen-
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dations directed to four parties: donors (five alternatives that redefine the financing
relationship), policymakers (participatory approaches and qualitative indicators),
civil society (empowering marginalized groups and diversifying funding), and the
international community (accountability and protection mechanisms for civilians
in Area C).

The paper concludes that peace fatigue is not the end of the road, but rather the
beginning of rethinking the meaning of peace itself—from a closed elitist discourse
that produces fatigue, to a daily resilience practiced on the ground. Peace is not
achieved through agreements managed in closed halls, but through empowering
communities living under occupation to remain on their land with dignity. This re-
defines Sustainable Development Goal 16 itself from an institutional framework to a

daily social practice that enhances people’s capacity for resilience.
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