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Highlighting Women’s 
Leadership in decision 

Making 
Palestinian Minister of Foreign Affairs 
a n d E x p a t r i a t e s D r . V a r s e n 
A g h a b e k i a n S h a h i n r e c e n t l y 
emphasized the importance of 
ensuring that capable women have 
real opportunities to participate in 
decision-making. She highlighted the 
need to act ively ident i fy and 
empower qualified women so their 
participation becomes meaningful 
and influential not symbolic or 
marginal. 

“NEIBHORHOODS WITHOUT 
VIOLENCE” INITIATIVE 

ACT concluded its 60-hour 
Arb i t rator Preparat ion and 
Qualification Program in Ramallah 
on 14 February 2026. The training 
combined legal knowledge with 
p r a c t i c a l a p p l i c a t i o n a n d 
concluded with a comprehensive 
arbitration simulation, allowing 
participants to manage a full 
arbitration case from procedures 
to issuing the final award. 
Certificates were awarded to 
participants in recognition of their 
c o m m i t m e n t , i n l i n e w i t h 
Palestinian Ministry of Justice 
a c c r e d i t a t i o n s t a n d a r d s , 
reaffirming ACT’s commitment to 
strengthening national capacities 
i n a r b i t ra t i o n a n d d i s p u t e 
resolution. 

ACT HOSTS COMMUNITY 
DIALOGUE TO PROMOTE 

SOCIAL PEACE IN JERUSALEM  
On 11 February 2026, ACT 
held a community dialogue 
session in Jerusalem with local 
mediators and community 
leaders as part of the project 
“ E a r l y A c t i o n f o r S a f e r 
Communities.” The meeting 
f o c u s e d o n d e v e l o p i n g 
practical initiatives to reduce 
violence and strengthen social 
c o h e s i o n , i n c l u d i n g 
addressing school violence, 
support ing famil ies, and 
l a u n c h i n g c o m m u n i t y 
a w a r e n e s s a c t i v i t i e s . 
Participants discussed key 
priorities including protecting 
teachers, addressing school 
violence, strengthening the 
role of families in prevention, 
and launching awareness 
initiatives in schools. 
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STRATEGY TO STRENGTHEN 
WOMEN’S ROLE IN 
PEACEBUILDING 

On 10 February 2026, ACT – 
Alternative Dispute Resolution 
Center held a workshop to 
discuss a reference strategy 
f o r e n h a n c i n g w o m e n ’s 
participation in negotiation, 
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g , a n d 
peacebuilding. The session 
b r o u g h t t o g e t h e r 
representatives from public 
institutions, civil society 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , a n d 
peacebuilding experts to 
explore practical steps to 
translate the strategy into 
a c t i o n a n d s t re n g t h e n 
w o m e n ’ s m e a n i n g f u l 
participation in dialogue and 
negotiation processes. 

Rebuilding Trust  
In a recent reel, Dr. Dalal Erekat, 
Professor of Diplomacy and Strategic 
Planning, highlighted the vital role of 
Palestinian women in decision-
making spaces. She emphasized that 
women’s leadership is evident even 
u n d e r t h e m o s t d i f fi c u l t 
circumstances, noting that in places 
such as Gaza, women continue to 
lead initiatives and support their 
communities when options are 
limited. 

PODCASTS OF THE 
MONTH 
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Contact us 
Jerusalem - Beit Hanna - Alhalak Building 
Phone(+972) 2-2353861 
Email info@actadr.org

REFERENCE STRATEGY TO STRENGTHEN 
WOMEN PARTICIPATION 
ACT’s Reference Strategy for Enhancing Women’s Participation in 
Negotiation, Decision-Making, and Peacebuilding provides an evidence-
based framework aimed at addressing the structural exclusion of 
Palestinian women from political and peace processes. Drawing on the 
Palestinian experience and lessons from comparative international 
contexts, the strategy highlights how women’s marginalization has been 
shaped by broader political and negotiating structures rather than simply 
a lack of representation. 

The strategy calls for moving beyond symbolic inclusion toward 
meaningful participation, by rethinking how negotiation and decision-
making processes are designed and ensuring that women’s experiences, 
knowledge, and leadership contribute to shaping political choices and 
sustainable peacebuilding efforts. It also emphasizes the importance of 
strengthening coordination among national institutions, civil society, and 
women’s movements to support a more inclusive and effective peace 
process. 
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