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Executive Summary

This study analyzes the participation of Palestinian women in negotiation and peace processes
from a critical feminist perspective, within the context of an asymmetrical liberation struggle
characterized by settler-colonial occupation, profound power mmbalances, and the structural
marginalization of women from political decision-making. The study advances a central premise:
the exclusion of women from Palestinian-Israeli negotiations was not a temporary
representational flaw, but rather the product of a masculinized political-negotiation structure that

redefined politics, sovereignty, and security as domains closed to women.

The first chapter examines the international framework for women’s participation in conflict
resolution and peacebuilding, drawing on UN literature and UN Security Council Resolution
1325. Tt highlights the persistent gap between the theoretical recognition of the importance of
women’s participation and their actual exclusion from peace processes globally, despite
substantial evidence that women’s inclusion increases the likelihood of more sustainable and

mclusive peace agreements.

The second chapter shifts to the Palestinian context, analyzing the reality of Palestinian women’s
political participation through both quantitative and qualitative approaches. It reveals the lmited
representation of women in decision-making positions within official institutions, political parties,
the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), and national reconciliation dialogues, despite the
existence of a relatively advanced legal and policy framework. The study concludes that this gap
reflects ntersecting structural barriers shaped by occupation, internal political structures,

patriarchal culture, and political fragmentation.

The third chapter offers an in-depth feminist analysis of official Palestinian negotiation rounds
(Madrid, Oslo, Camp David, and Annapolis), uncovering consistent patterns of gendered
exclusion. Women’s presence diminished as the perceived sovereignty of negotiation files
mcreased, while secrecy and securitization became systematic tools of exclusion. Knowledge was
separated from decision-making, resulting in a negotiation process stripped of women’s expertise

and of approaches grounded 1n social justice and human security.

The fourth chapter examines informal negotiation tracks (Track II) from a critical feminist lens,
through analysis of several prominent initiatives such as the Geneva Initiative, Jerusalem Link,
and the Holy Land Confederation (HLC) initiative. The study demonstrates that, although Track
IT processes offered relatively greater spaces for women’s participation, they did not constitute a

genuinely emancipatory alternative to the official track. In many cases, they reproduced gendered
6
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exclusion 1 softer forms, by hollowing out core issues of their rights-based content or by
reframing the conflict in technical and administrative language that neutralized colonial realities

and weakened mternational legal reference frameworks.

The study further highlights distinctions among informal mitiatives. Jerusalem Link 1s identified
as an mstitutional feminist experience that was relatively aligned with the Palestinian national
reference framework represented by the PLO and its political program, yet its structural impact
remained limited due to the absence of binding mechanisms and pathways for power transfer.
In contrast, the Geneva Initiative and the HLC imitiative are assessed as more problematic

models that risk re-engineering the conflict at the expense of both national and gender rights.

In the fifth chapter, the study focuses on international advocacy as an indirect negotiation arena,
i which Palestinian women played a leading and effective role. Through this track, women
succeeded 1 bulding mternational alliances, mternationalizing Palestinian rights-based
discourse, and redefining political power beyond the confines of the traditional negotiation table.
The study shows that this path constituted a strategic negotiating asset grounded 1n international

law, accountability, and moral clarity, without falling into the traps of normalization or false parity.

The study concludes that the future of any just and sustainable Palestinian negotiation process
requires a fundamental redefinition of negotiation itself—=moving beyond the logic of “including
women” toward dismantling the masculinized negotiation structure. It calls for linking any
mformal tracks to a clear national and legal reference framework, and for ensuring that women’s
participation shifts from the realm of influence to the realm of decision-making, recognizing
Palestinian women as central actors in the national liberation project rather than marginal or

symbolic participants.
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